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“Honi soit qui mal y pense” 
[Shame be to him who thinks evil of it] -  
An overview on German “inspired” 
fakes and copies of insignia of orders of chivalry 

Highly esteemed audience! 
My dear members of the Orders and Medals Society of America! 
Dear collectors and colleagues! 

First of all, I would like to thank Chris Cawthorne and Andreas Schulze-
Ising for the invitation to speak here about German “inspired” fakes and 
copies of insignia of orders of chivalry. 

I would like to present to you today an overview on, 
what I call the “system” or “scene” of the existing 
fakes and copies of order’s insignia inspired by ac-

tors of the German market, thus concerning German and foreign in-
signa offered there and all over the world. As a matter of fact, this is 
unfortunately not the place to give to you detailed information on the 
subject, on all the pieces of which I know that there are fakes existing. 
But I would like to give you, the present audience, some important and 
general information. And, as a matter of fact, the subject of the orders 
of chivalry, decorations and medals of the German Reich from 1933 
until 1945 (the so-called “Third Reich”) will be excluded, just due to the 
fact, that this “system” or “scene” is “working” completely different, and 
the “actors” mostly have been and are different persons. 

I hope that you will understand, that for juridical reasons I cannot tell you the 
names of acting persons involved, even if they died already 
some years ago, because the actors of the German market 
have their ears everywhere, 
and they try to cause me huge ju-

ridical problems, even if I would tell something 
against them outside my own country. The 
so-called “order’s mafia” is everywhere, and 
only the auction house of Künker’s (here Mr. 
Fritz Rudolf Künker) and some few other 
supporters are protecting me from having to 
react all day long to lawyer’s letters. (here Mr. 
Ulrich Künker) 

I would like to point out that my following explanations, state-
ments and opinions are fully covered by the first article of the Bill 
of Rights, of the First Amendment of 25th September 1789, of the 
Constitution of the United States of America, as 
well as by article 5 of the Basic Law for the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany [Grundgesetz der 
Bundesrepublik Deutschland] of 8th May 1949. 
This sounds dramatically, I know, but unfortu-
nately it is juridically necessary to state this re-
mark. 
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Parts of this lecture have been held in October last year during a 
numismatic symposium “Technological research on the field of 
Numismatics”, thus also dealing with the problems in the recogni-
tion of fakes, organized by Mr. Michail Borisovich Asvarishch from 
the State Historical Museum in Saint Petersburg. This lecture was 
focussed on older German inspired fakes of insignia, among oth-
ers of Russian orders of chivalry. 

 

As I think, most of you will not know who I am, there-
fore I would like to give you initially some information 
on myself: Born in 1961, I studied catholic theology in 
Freiburg in Germany and in Rome. From childhood 
on I collected medals, and for more than thirty years 
I’m working as a dealer of worldwide orders of chival-
ry, decorations and medals as well as of worldwide 
reference books on this subject. Since about 1983 
I’m also acting as an expert on this subject for auc-

tion houses, state authorities, museums and private persons, and 
since January 1994 I have the official state permission to act also as 
an auctioneer. 

Since 1999 I’m working also mainly as an independent expert for the 
numismatic auction house of Fritz Rudolf Künker in Osnabruck, today 
the largest numismatic auction house in the whole of Europe. At the 
moment I’m working for seven different auction houses in Germany 
and in Switzerland. As an author I published since 1988 numerous 
phaleristic articles in German, French, English, Estonian and Russian 
language, in many journals, as well as numerous entire or partial auc-
tion catalogues. 

I’m very proud to say, that my reference library consists of 
about 10.000 books and publications and about 15.000 
digital publications on worldwide orders of chivalry, decora-
tions and medals, thus being one of the largest reference 
library on this subject in the world. As a member of numer-
ous societies I’m also collecting all their publications. The 
second fact on which I’m very proud, is - and I hope that 
you won’t misunderstand this - that until today (and I hope 
with God’s help this will last on), I was never forced to with-
draw only one of the expertises and expert opinions that I gave out since the late 1980ies. 

This allows me to give you at least some information on how I’m doing my job. To take up 
the final decision if a certain object might be an original one or a contemporarily produced 
“second” piece (often called a “taylor’s copy”) or a later production or even a fake, is stand-
ing at the end of intense scientific examinations and investigations, and more or less exten-
sive research. Such a decision never - and I would like to repeat “never”! - can be based on 
“feelings” or “impressions” or something like that. The decision, due to the high responsibil-
ity connected with it, is standing as a final result of a chain of evidence. And such a juridical-
ly applicable expertise or expert opinion must definitively contain the arguments of the chain 
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of evidence leading to the final decision, and has to do so in a language that also the non-
collector may understand. Therefore it may consist of numerous pages. 

Therefore, my dear audience, I really hope that you will understand, that I cannot give here 
or during this convention, any final decision whether a piece, that you would present to me, 
that you bring with you from your collection or that you have bought here or that you intend 
to buy here from a colleague, is an original or not. That, due to my reasonable and scientific 
working methods mentioned before, is absolutely not (!) possible. I hope you may under-
stand and accept that. On this subject I would like to give you at the end of this lecture 
some further information. 

 

In order to understand better the “system” or “scene” of fakes of the 
German market, it is necessary to have a short look on the German 
collector’s scene, and how many German collectors are collecting. 

In my opinion, Germa-
ny is the country of 
reference catalogues. 
In Germany we do not 
only have reference 

catalogues for coins, 
stamps and orders, decora-
tions and medals, but also 
for pins, unofficial badges, 
comics, electronic phone cards, matchboxes, beermats, beer bottles, and 
even for coffee cream jar lids, and so on, and so on, and so on. These cat-
alogues are the “bible” for the respective collectors, and without them they 
completely feel helpless as collectors, and in many cases they unfortunate-
ly do not use any further reference literature. 

What is listed in the reference catalogue, that 
is existing, and what is not mentioned there, is 
denied to exist. Here you can see an exempla-
ry page of a very advanced collectors’ refer-
ence catalogue, marked with a “hook” for the 
pieces he already has in his collection, and 
setting a circle for the one piece that is lacking. 
And then, to this collector immediately would 
arise the question, where to get this missing 

piece, especially when he is a well situated person. Then he 
would ask all dealers for this missing piece, and that he would 
pay every price for receiving it, and when he finally gets it, it 
will give him greatest satisfaction to cancel the circle and to 
mark the number with a “hook”. 
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In order to give you an example about 
the dominating direction in the thoughts 
of a German collector, let me tell you a 
short and true story that happened to me 
on the Gunzenhausen medal fair (in Ba-
varia), many years ago, when I still had a 
stand there offering my orders, decora-
tions and medals: An elder collector was 
visiting my stand and asked me for a cer-
tain piece from Baden. I showed it to him, 
and it was in really excellent condition. 

He asked about the price, and I said to him “150 Marks”. He took his Nimmergut catalogue 
out of his bag, scrolled it, an than he told to me, that he wouldn’t pay more than 110 Marks. 

At my question why, he told me, that this is the price that is 
stated in the catalogue. Then there arose a discussion, in 
which I stated that this was an average price and my piece 
was in excellent condition. He replied, that I’m absolutely 
not allowed to ask for more than 110 Marks, as this is the 
price in the catalogue. I asked him who said that? And he 
replied “Joerg Nimmergut”, the catalogue’s author. Then I 
told him to go to Mr. Nimmergut to buy the piece and he 
answered: but he is not selling medals. I finished the dis-
cussion with: “Sorry, Sir, that’s your problem, and not mine” 
and he left my stand shaking his head. 

You see, that’s typical Ger-
man! We always need 
someone who is command-
ing us, we need a leader, 
we need traffic lights eve-
rywhere to enable us to 
cross the street. Yes, we 
Germans need measures to which we can shift the responsi-
bility for our own acting! My dear friends, 

many times I’ve been criticized for not talking very good about my 
country and its inhabitants, but I assure you that I love my homeland! 
But for me as a scientist, and I con- sider myself to be one, it is neces-
sary to research the reason for the facts I’m observing. Therefore, in 
this case, I wanted to demonstrate to you the manners of the basic 
market for which the fakes originally were produced. 

 

Let’s now start with a very first group of fakes, 
concerning breast stars of the Order of Saint 
Anne and of the Order of Saint Stanislaw of the 
Russian Empire. Here one can see, how, ini-
tially, the system worked. In what follows, you 
see ten breast stars of these two orders that 
were offered and sold in the auction 147 of 
Frankfurter Münzhandlung GmbH in Frankfurt/ 
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Main, a subsidiary of the Union Bank of Switzerland, Basle, held from 2nd 
to 4th September 1996. The pieces had been offered – described correct-
ly by myself as original breast stars, manipulated by adding new manu-
factured parts. 

Such breast stars first appeared in the market al-
ready in the late 1970ies/ early1980ies, when a 
hype of insignia of Imperial Russia orders was still 
standing in the stars. They consisted of original 

breast stars without any additions, which in Germany and France 
were to be obtained at quite low prices, to which cast crowns, non-
Christian centres, crossed swords and swords above the centre were 
added, manufactured probably by a Spanish order’s manufacturer. 

They were produced by order of a highly in-
telligent German dealer, all over his life a 
world traveller, who for some years no longer 
dwells among the living and who was the in-
spirer and developer of this industry of ma-
nipulations and fakes, that create so many 
problems until today. In the following this per-
son will be just called the “initiator”. 

Again I would like to point out that all these addi-
tional parts were made in cast, carefully reworked 
and refined and applied to all kind of original 
breast stars; and absolutely none of the many con-
tradictions to the types of stars and its marks was 
noticed. You may know, that at that time (a long 
time before my dear friend Prof. Dr. Gunstav A. 
Tamman, who has passed away this January, had 
published his booklet on hallmarks on Russian or-
der’s insignia) no one in the German world of or-

ders of chivalry had any knowledge about the Russian hallmarks, not 
even the “initiator“, never mind the manufacturer of these additions. 

German collectors 
even today like mili-
tary editions much 
more than civil 
ones! Therefore 
pieces with imperial 
crowns or such for 
non-Christians were 
selling better than 

civil ones, and 
crossed swords were 
selling better than 
such with crowns 
and surmounting 
swords were selling 
better than crossed 
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ones. And with combinations of all these, one could really make money, even if such com-
binations were pure phantasy products and absolutely ridiculous for an expert, and no stat-
uary reference could ever be found that they existed. But such pieces were just “in” and 
“sexy” for German collectors, like a pin-up girl. By the way, all ten breast stars offered in the 
above mentioned auction had been bought by a Russian coin dealer in Munich, who offered 
them for years as extremely rare pieces (but they remained for a very long time in the win-

dow of his shop). 

This kind of manipulation of original breast 
stars and badges with additional fake parts, in 
most cases commissioned by the “initiator”, 
could (since the late 1980ies) and can still be 
observed in large width with insignia of many 
German countries until 1918, especially in 
Prussia due to its really highly complicated and 
sophisticated system of awards. But also or-
ders insignia from Baden, Bavaria (here even 
the removing of crossed swords!), Brunswick, 

Hesse-
Darmstadt, Hohenzol- lern, Olden-
burg, Reuss, Saxony, Saxe-
Weimar, the Saxon Ernestine 
Duchies and Wurttem- berg with 
such additions can be found. And 
due to the fact that the basic breast 
star or badge is an orig- inal piece, 
on the very first view it is quite diffi-
cult to recognize such pieces as 
what they are: manipu- lated origi-
nals, and therefore fakes! 

 

The second group of fakes which is by far the largest of which pieces have been made, that 
appear in the market and that today are more and more the subjects of legal disputes, is the 
group of entirely new manufactured pieces. The “initiator” is the same as in the group be-
fore, and also here the first appearance of such pieces on the market can be noted in the 
late 1970ies/ early 1980ies. 

In this case, the “initiator” chose a very strategic 
way for choosing what could be produced in the 
future. Based on the market prices of the ending 
1970ies / early 1980ies he chose all pieces that 
would bring a good price and which are easy to 
produce as their construction is not very complicat-
ed. Therefore for example, the grand cross, com-
manders and knight cross badges of the Order of 
Henry the Lion of Brunswick never have been pro-
duced as entire copies (there exist only manipula-
tions of such crosses, that belong to the first group 

described here). Their construction was just too complicated and too expensive. But evi-
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dently of the collar, of all breast stars, of the 1st and of the 4th class badge, and of the offic-
ers cross, there are existing fakes with and without swords. 

So fakes are known of the 
orders of chivalry of Anhalt, 
Baden, Bavaria, Brunswick, 
Hannover, the three Hesse, 
Hohenzollern, Lippe and 
Schaumburg Lippe, the two 
Mecklenburg, Nassau, Ol-
denburg, Prussia, the two 
Reuss, Saxony, Saxe-
Weimar, the Saxon Duchies, 
Schleswig-Holstein, the two 

Schwarz-
burg, Thurn 
and Taxis, 
Waldeck, 
Westphalia 
and Wurt-
temberg. 
But also 
from Imperi-
al Austria, 
Great Britain 

(only of the Order of Saint 
Andrew), Iceland (showing a 
dove in the centre instead of 
a falcon), Katanga, Luxem-
burg and Romania among 
others, such fakes are 
known. And on what con-
cerns decorations and med-
als from these states, there 
were also produced rare 
pieces, such as decorations 

and 
medals 
for life-
saving 
and for 
arts and 
science, 
or rare 
military 
awards. 
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The manufacturer was at first (here for sure) the same Spanish firm, that also is believed to 
have produced the manipulated breast stars. But due to the fact, that the Spanish economy 
had grown very much after the failed coup d’état in 1981, also the manufacturing prices 
grew much and the “initiator“ had to look for another manufacturer, and he found him in the 
official supplier of the Royal Nepalese orders in the industrial zone of Kathmandu in the 
Kingdom of Nepal, who produced for him for sure until the late 1990ies. 

This leads to the fact, that of several pieces there 
are existing two kinds of fakes, the ones of higher 
quality of Spanish production and the Nepalese 
productions of lower manufacturing quality. There-
fore it happened some years ago, that a client, for 
whom I was to prepare his collection for an auction, 
showed to me two commander crosses with swords 
of the Royal House Order of Hohenzollern, stating 
that he knew that one of them was a fake, but the 
other one, due to its different and higher qualitative 
appearance therefore was an original piece. Unfor-

tunately I had to tell him, that both pieces were fakes, one of 
Spanish and one of Nepalese manufacturing. Of course he be-
came very upset about this bad news, and later the Spanish 
piece was sold by another auction house as an original! This 
collector had paid about 1.5 million Euro for fakes in his huge 
collection, but it did not hit a poor man, as his profession was 
that of an independent audi- tor, who had bought all his collec-
tion for more than 2 million Euro with black money. 

As you may see, here also lies one of the reasons why 
nearly no one ever took legal action against the sellers of 
such pieces: almost all of these big collections of “high” 
quality belonged and are belonging to well situated per-
sons, many times also of economic importance. But the 
greatest part of their collection had been paid with black 
money, and it is obvious that they could not take legal 

action against the seller, because on the one hand, they would have been asked, how they 
had paid the piece and where the money had come from, and on the other hand, it would 
have been publically known that they had become a victim of a simple fraud, which would 
not have been very beneficial to their reputation as a successful businessman. Therefore 
we know today only of very, very few trials in such matters. 
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On what concerns the fakes of the insignia of the orders of chival-
ry, of Spanish and of Nepalese origin, it can clearly be said, that 
they all (!) were produced entirely in cast, or consist of cast parts 
soldered together, more (Spanish) or less (Nepalese) overworked 
and refined. Mostly, all these pieces have been made with mod-
ern silver or/and gold alloy, many times in the wrong fineness, 
which today can easily be discovered by modern technical means, 
for example by X-ray fluorescence spectroscopy. 

And on what concerns the enamels applied to these pieces, there 
are clear evidences for the time when they were made. Old 
enamels of original pieces consist of many kinds of components, such as lead, arsenic, an-
timony among many others. Such ingredients were in particular necessary to increase the 
hardness of the respective enamels, so that after the burning process they could be sanded 
and polished in order to remove enamel waves and deepening. 

Due to the high toxicity of these recipes, with the 
beginning of the second half of the 20th century 
they were changed; the enamels therefore be-
came much weaker (more and more on the ba-
sis of artificial resin), also in order to make the 
production much more cheaper. But these 
enamels couldn’t be sanded and polished in the 
same way like the old ones, and therefore the 
superficial waves and deepening on the surface 
remained, and they can easily be seen on all 
pieces when holding the object against the light. 

The Spanish pieces were of better quality, but they are also easy to recognize, as there was 
used the typical translucid blue, red or green enamel that was typical for this manufacturer, 
but not used for the originals of these pieces. And also here the modern technical means, 
for example by X-ray fluorescence spectroscopy, help us to confirm the previous assess-
ments. 

When we now are talking about the number of 
the produced fakes, I would like to present here 
general figures basing on my own estimations, 
extrapolated from the numbers of their appear-
ance on the market since the 1970ies. General-
ly spoken, I would estimate that at least about 
15 to 25 fake collars for example of the Order of 

Henry 
the Lion 
of Bruns-

Bruns-
wick, or of the Mecklenburg Order of the Crown of 
the Wends or of the House Order of Oldenburg or of 
the Romanian Order of Carol I have been produced, 
like from other ones, too. The number of produced 
grand cross badges and stars for example would 
range from about 50 to 150 (depending on the public 
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interest of the respective country), and about 100 to 300 commander crosses or decora-
tions. As already said, these are only cautious extrapolations basing on the numbers that 
appeared on the market. But how often these fakes are, shows a German trial some years 
ago concerning a breast star of the House Order of the White Falcon of Saxe-Weimar, in 
which the court declared the obvious fake to be an original piece, as the accused seller 
could prove, that this type was much more often to be found in the market, and that it could 
not be, that there would exist more fakes than original pieces! 

Due to the natural development, it is to be expected that in the coming years a lot of collec-
tions of orders of chivalry, decorations and medals, brought together in the 1970ies, 
1980ies and 1990ies, will appear on the market, which more or less will be full of such 
modern produced fakes. 

 

The third group, and here unfortunately I do not have any illustrations, I would like to have a 
short look on, consists of excellently made fakes of orders’ insignia mostly from the 18th or 
first quarter of the 19th century, or in some very rare cases also from later periods. It could 
be noticed, that for example of the Electoral Palatinate Bavarian (Military) Honour Decora-
tion [Kurpfalz-Bayerisches (Militär-) Ehrenzeichen], of the cross of the Order of the Palati-
nate Lion [Orden vom Pfälzer Löwen] such fakes are existing, or of an entire collar of the 
Order of the Garter, wandering around on the worldwide market for many years. These 
pieces are of excellent workmanship, individually made, the first two at the most only in five 
pieces, probably commissioned by a person also not any more among the living, from a 
supposed manufacturer, an also still alive German. 

A highly interesting fact is, that these pieces not only are also made in cast, carefully 
worked over, and of gold coins of that time and region (!), but also using enamels in the 
style of the time of the original pieces. And here the traditional methods of uncovering such 
fakes really are reaching their limits. Here only the newly developed and highly sophisticat-
ed methods, such as to clarify at which definitive time the melting procedure took place, can 
help to come to definite results. 
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The fourth and last group of problem-pieces, the smallest one, consists in a very small 
group of individual pieces, stemming, as known today, from one single collection. These 
pieces, like for example the Order of Merit 1st class of Anhalt-Koethen (from the left to the 
right: reconstruction - original old photograph - fake) or the neck cross of the Bavarian Order 

of St. Elizabeth (left copy, right 
original averse and reverse) or 
the cross of the members of 
honour of the chapter’s order of 
Saint Joachim (left reconstruc-
tion, right old photo from an orig-
inal piece) were commissioned 
by the respective collector him-
self as collector’s copies of 
unique pieces, absolutely not 
available on the market, and in-
tended for his own collection (in 
order to complete the page of his 
catalogue). They were probably made by the same manufacturer as the pieces of the third 
group. The difference to the latter ones is, that these copies have also been made in cast, 
but with modern gold and modern fire enamels, but in the same complicated construction as 
the original pieces, basing on enlarged and detailed photographs of the original pieces from 
the respective museums (for good money one can get everything in Germany!). But unfor-
tunately these pieces were not marked as what they are, as copies. 

As long as these pieces had remained within the collection, there had not been any prob-
lem. But after the decease of the collector, the problems arose as also these pieces came 
into the market. They were offered as original pieces, despite the fact, that the real original 
models, staying in museums, were conferred only once – facts that in several cases had 
been published even in elder reference books. Exactly these pieces, due to their high 
manufacturing quality, in recent times created several disputes about their originality. 
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Esteemed audience! 

I have tried to present to you here an overview on German “inspired” fakes and copies of 
insignia of orders of chivalry, and to give you the information possible right now. I think this 
also is an excellent place to initiate with my contribution a long awaited discussion. 

Only the exchange of information, especially with the museums who own huge treasures of 
original and historical pieces, and the increasing use of the more and more refined methods 
of technical analysis can assist us in this fight against the still very strong market of fakes. 

 

Coming near the end of my lecture I would like to present to you 
at least some advice, on how you should act when buying insig-
nia of orders of chivalry, decorations and medals: 

If you would like to buy an object you want to have for your col-
lection, please do never forget the following 10 general and spe-
cial advices (I would like to call them the “ten commandments for 
collectors of insigna of orders of chivalry, decorations and med-
als” - but kindly note that I’m not Moses for phaleristics): 

Point 1 It is your own free and alone decision, to buy a certain piece! It is 
(hopefully!) your own money you want to spend for it! 

  (This sounds common, but is important for the points to follow.) 

Point 2 [088] Try to combat your greed to absolutely possess a certain 
piece! 

  You do not necessarily have to have anything. The only things you real-
ly must do in your live, is to breathe, to drink, to eat and to sleep for 
staying alive! 

Point 3 [089] Do not trust in so called “occasions” and “special prices”! 

  Today in time of internet and over-information everyone has the pos-
sibility to inform himself about real market prices. And no one, really 
no one has to give away money he could spare. 

Point 4 [090] If you have some like bad belly feelings towards a certain 
object you intend to buy, just do not buy it! 

  You will never, and I repeat it: never (!) be completely satisfied with 
it! Follow your own first impression, which at the end is always the best one for 
yourself. Do never let you convince by arguments to buy something, nor from the 
seller, nor from your colleagues and nor from anyone else. 

  This does absolutely not (!) mean that you should not discuss a 
piece that you have bought or that you intend to buy, but the final 
decision to buy it or not is up to you, after having heard the vari-
ous arguments and after having evaluated them. Because if 
something goes wrong, probably no one will help you to get your 
money back. 
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Point 5 Do reserve for you the right (in written form on the invoice at 
the best) for giving back the piece to the seller, if you are not 
fully satisfied, not only within two weeks, but for a longer pe-
riod! 

  A serious seller would always confirm this in written form. Künker’s for example, 
according to their auction conditions, is granting a live long warranty on all pieces 
sold in auctions and eLive-auctions, if not otherwise stated in the individual de-
scription. And so do I on my own website! 

  And please, do not try to sell such pieces you may have bought, to other collec-
tors, because you may be afraid of the seller. This makes the problem evev big-
ger. As a matter of fact, offering such a piece, knowing or even supposing that 
there might be some problems and not telling about it, makes you committing the 
same fraud, also in the juridical sense, as did the original seller, when he sold it 
to you. 

Point 6 Before buying the piece, you should carefully examine it with 
your magnifying glass, that you always should take with you! 
Trust is good, but (own) control is better! 

Point 7 Insignia of orders of chivalry, decorations and medals, are 
belonging to the official symbols of a state and its sover-
eign, just like the coat of arms, the flag and the money! 

  Therefore in earlier times, in some few countries until present 
time, they were (and sometimes still are) manufactured in the highest possible 
quality, and this was harshly controlled by the state officials. They were personal 
grants of the sovereign, and bad work could be interpreted as an offence against 
him. 

  This original high manufacturing quality cannot be impaired by later traces of 
wear. The original producing quality remains, even if the piece is heavily dam-
aged. 

Point 8 Insigna of orders of chivalry, decorations 
and medals in more than 90 % of all cas-
es can definitively not be made of cast 
metal, they or most of their parts have to 
be minted! 

  This affects, as I said before, more than 90 
% of the objects in question. 

  Only pieces of the beginning 19th century of 
very small German states may have been 
produced in cast metal, as well as the cen-
tres of the officially manufactured Iron 
Crosses, as well as some complicated ci-
phers on centres of insigna of orders of 
chivalry (such as of the Oldenburg Order of 
Peter Friedrich Ludwig), as well as some 
very, very few medals of small German 
states (such as the Medal of Merit of the Lippe Order of Bertha - on the left a 
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  piece defini-
tively cast 
made by Go-
det and on the 
right a piece 
definitively 
cast made by 
Zimmermann). 

  All these piec-
es and parts 
may have a 
typical cast 
surfaces with, 
enlarged, a so 
called “moon-surface” with small craters. But due to the fact, that their molds 
have directly been worked out like minting dies, the letters and illustrations are 
looking quite clear and their edges are quite sharp, especially in the corners to-
wards the basic ground. And after casting they were carefully overworked, (part-
ly) polished and the casting fins have been taken away. 

  Cast fakes on the other hand are mostly produced with molds made by imprints 
or molding of original pieces, and therefore the letters and illustrations of the re-
sults may have round corners towards the basic ground and their surface may be 
rounded, this giving them a what we call a “wishy-washy” appearance. 

Point 9 The enamels of old piec-
es, especially of the 
German pieces until 
1918, after the burning 
have been carefully 
sanded and polished in 
order to give them a 
regular, smooth and bril-
liant surface, especially 
on the transition from the 
enamels to the metal 
frame, regardless wheth-
er the basic metal is gold 
or silver! 

  You can easily observe 
that on the quite common 
normal cross IIIrd class of the 5th model (1854-1918) of the Prussian Order of the 
Red Eagle. Just take the piece and hold it against the light, as I do now. If you 
see waves in the enamel or deep enamel holes within the interior of the letters in 
centre ring, just forget it! 

Point 10 Never forget, that collecting insigna of orders of chivalry, 
decorations and medals is your hobby, which principally 
should give you pleasure and joy, and which shouldn’t 
cause trouble for you. 
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This all sounds very reasonable and logical, but through my years-long experience in this 
matter I was forced to learn, that many collectors do not consider this logical and quite rea-
sonable advice. 

At the end let me add something very important: I always try to do my very, very best in my 
descriptions in the auctions. But I’m absolutely not free from mistakes, and I’m continuously 
learning and taking up new facts, in contact with collectors and experts in their subjects. I 
make mistakes, as all we do. I’m not the infallible pope (is he?) of the orders and medals. 
The improvement of my knowledge is basing on you, the collectors. 

 

Dear folks, I’m now at the end of my lecture. I admit that it was 
longer as I intended, and I hope I didn’t annoy 
you like a priest with a boaring sermon in 
church, but this subject is highly complex, and 
there was really a lot to be said about it. 

If the board of the Order and Medal Society of 
America will agree, this entire lecture will be published with illustrations 
on their homepage, as well as the so-called “ten commandments for 
collectors of insigna of orders of chivalry, decorations and medals”. 

Thank you very much for your kind attention! 


