Figure 16: Certificate from Tarbes-Lourdes diocese.

were not well known until recently. This explains the
rarity of certain decorations, which are only traceable by
documents. The authors of the reference book were not
able to trace some of the models despite all their research
in many dioceses in recent years.
To conclude, the question arises as to the current
significance of these awards. We witness a great diversity
of attitudes depending on dioceses and, particularly,
bishops. Since Vatican II, some dioceses have ceased
to give decorations (Chambery did not even wait for the
Council), although a few have since reconsidered their
position. Other dioceses have maintained them while
modernizing the design or opting for a less ostentatious
model. Unfortunately, this trend has been to the detriment
of quality. Such medals have mainly been awarded in
France and Belgium, conveying the mistaken notion that
the French are the most decorated people in the world.

IN THE
World War II Fighter Ace Dies
Robert M. DeHaven, a World War II fighter ace in the
Pacific, died in a hospital in the suburbs of Los Angeles,
California on July 10, 2008 at the age of 86. DeHaven
served with the 49th Fighter Group in the Pacific from
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1943 and was credited with the destruction of 10
Japanese planes over New Guinea and shot down four
more enemy aircraft over the Philippines.
After the war he was briefly employed as an actor
with Columbia Pictures. In 1948 he joined the Hughes
Aircraft Company as a test pilot, eventually becoming
manager of the Flight Test Division of that company.
His decorations include the Silver Star with Oak Leaf
Cluster, Distinguished Flying Cross with two Oak Leaf
Clusters, and Air Medal with 13 Oak Leaf Clusters.

Marine Corps Commandant Dies
General Robert H. Barrow, commandant of the Marine
Corps from 1979 to 1983 died on October 30, 2008 at
the age of 86. He was the first Marine Commandant
to serve a four-year tour as a full member of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff. Among his decorations are the
Navy Cross, Distinguished Service Cross, Defense
Distinguished Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster,
Navy Distinguished Service Medal, Silver Star, three
Legion of Merits, and Bronze Star with Combat "V’.
From the Philadelphia Inquirer
Submitted by William J. Wilson, Jr.

JOMSA

COLONEL CHAICHARN HARN’AYEE
LARRY J. REDMON
Over the years of my military service I have been very
fortunate to have been in the company of great military
leaders, great men and outright heroes, but there is but
one who stands out above all the rest - an unsung hero
of sorts who remains mostly anonymous and forgotten,
especially by his native country.
The hero I am talking about is retired Colonel Chaicharn
Harnavee, a retired Thai Army Special Forces officer
from Lopburi, Thailand. I first met Colonel Chaicharn
several years ago as an exchange student while attending
the Royal Thai Army Command and Staff College. My
student sponsor asked me one weekend if I’d like to
go to Lopburi and visit his family. Of course never one
to pass up an opportunity for some cultural activities,
and knowing Lopburi was the Fayetteville of Thailand,
I enthusiastically accepted.My sponsor, Major Chob,
himself a Thai Special Forces officer, had invited me to
visit his family and his old unit on Camp Pawai, home
of the 1 st Thai Special Forces Regiment and one of the
bases that the former 46th Special Forces Company had
operated out of during the 1960s and 1970s. I spent the
weekend enjoying the stories from Chob’s father, also
a former Special Forces soldier, visiting his old unit,
meeting his command, and looking around the old city
of Lopburi (being very aware of the monkeys that occupy
a prominent and spiritual location in the city’s center).
On Sunday the last day there and before we were ready
our trip back to Bangkok, Chob suggested we eat lunch
at the Army golf course and mentioned he wanted me
to meet an old Vietnam veteran. Again, something I
enthusiastically looked forward to and unbeknownst to
me then a meeting that would become the beginning of a
relationship with a man who is truly a hero and who has
since become a good friend.
Chob had only mentioned that this man was a vietnam
veteran and believed he had spent sometime as a prisoner
of war in Vietnam but had no real details of his story,
none the less this only piqued my interest more. Upon
arriving at the golf course Chob introduced me to an
older gentleman, very tall even by western standards,
standing around six foot or taller, a man with dignity, a
face of character, strength and courage, a man of power
but yet presenting himself as a true gentleman. Colonel
Chaicharn simply introduced himself as Chaicharn
Harnavee and said it was his honor to meet me. I was
soon to find out the honor of being in the presence of
this great man was truly all mine. The rest of the lunch
isn’t important for this article but what I was to learn that
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day from Colonel Chaicharn’s story that day is nothing
short of incredible and most certainly one worthy of the
best Oscar producing movie ever. Simply put, Colonel
Chaicharn Harnavee is the longest serving prisoner of
war to have been held captive in Hanoi Hilton.
Colonel Chaicharn, was captured on May 25, 1965 while
serving as a ThaiArmy Special Forces non-commissioned
officer and radio operator and did not gain his freedom
until September 29, 1974. Then Sergeant Chaicharn was
working with United States Special Forces in training
Royal Lao soldiers to fight against the communist
government in Xieng Lore District of Sayaboury
Province, Laos. On what was a routine resupply mission,
Sergeant Chaicharn volunteered to accompany United
States Air Force pilot Ernest Brace in his PC-6 Porter to
resupply Lao troops who were building a hospital. That
day, Sergeant Chaicharn, construction supplies, Brace
and some passengers consisting of a pregnant Lao lady
and a young child boarded the aircraft to the resupply
location. Upon landing at the base in Baum Lao they
immediately encountered heavy automatic weapons fire.
The civilian passengers were killed instantly and the
plane was badly damaged catching fire and in danger of
exploding. Chaicharn and Brace managed to get out of
the aircraft under heavy weapons fire and make it to the
jungle’s edge hoping to escape and evade. However luck
was not on their side and they were immediately captured
by a force of North Vietnamese regulars of about 300 men.
The North Vietnamese marched Chaicharn and Brace on
foot for 15 days through the jungle to Dien Bien Phu in
North Vietnam. During which time they suffered brutal
treatment, were fed virtually nothing and received no
medical assistance.
For the next three years Chaicharn and Brace would
endure captivity in small huts about 15 yards apart in
Dien Bien Phu. Both men spent ahnost their entire three
years in isolation from each other, being confined to ankle
stocks during the day, and at night sleeping with additional
neck iron and having their wrists bound. The men were
allowed only 15 minutes a day for exercise, received no
medical treatment, and received meager amounts of rice
and vegetables with no meat. At one point Brace managed
to escape for three days during which time Chaicharn was
brutally beaten for punishment. Brace was eventually
recaptured and taken back to Dien Bien Phu.
In 1968 both men were taken to the ’Hanoi Hilton’ where
they would spend the rest of their years as prisoners
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of war. Immediately upon arrival the two men were
separated and placed in solitary confinement where
Chaicharn remained for two years. During this time
Chaicharn was allowed out about two hours per day to
clean the compound and help with water purification for
the prison. He was not allowed contact with any of the
other prisoners during this time.
After a year of this routine Chaicharn chanced beginning
contact with a South Vietnamese pilot called "Maz" who
could speak Vietnamese, French and English. Since
Chaicham spoke only Thai he was forced to communicate
with hand signals and gestures. Eventually both men
began to understand each other and Maz managed to
teach Chaicharn some form of code to pass messages and
later, as he got better, taught Chaicharn the United States
tap code. Later Chaicharn even began to teach himself
some English, a remarkable feat in captivity, to say the
least. As Chaicharn was allowed more and more access
by his captors to more areas of the compound, he began
to steal supplies for the prisoners to use to communicate,
such as pencils, papers and even a mirror. Chaicharn even
smuggled his own food to the other prisoners in worse
shape then he was. Many American prisoners of war
credit their lives to the incredible risk Chaicharn took in
putting their well being above his own.
In 1973, with Operation Homecoming, Sergeant Chaicham
was not to be released but had to endure the heartbreak of
his fellow prisoners being released while he was to spend
another year as a prisoner of war. After all the prisoners
of war were released from the ’Hanoi Hilton’, Sergeant
Chaicham was relocated to Pho Yen Province near the
Chinese border and reunited with about 216 other Thai
prisoners of war. Chaichan was put in charge of all the
Thai prisoners of war and was ordered by his Vietnamese
captors to begin a re-education process and was given the
responsibility to ensure all the Thai soldiers completed
it. Sergeant Chaicharn refused and was placed in a 3 foot
by 6 foot box called the "dark room" for six months. The
box was placed directly under the hot humid sun and it
was this treatment with little food, no space for human
waste, and little physical activity would almost cost him
his life. Each morning the guard would kick the box and
Chaicharn was to answer that he was alive. At the end of
the six months the guard kicking the box heard nothing, so
they took Chaicharn for dead but found him barely alive.
Luckily they turned him over to the camp doctor where
he began to respond. Once he was well enough to stand
he was taken again to his captors who again demanded
he ensure his men undergo re-education, and again he
refused. The commander leveled a rifle at his head and
told him he would kill Chaichan if he refused. Chaicham

22

replied, "Go ahead, I am not a Communist and I don’t
want to be! The war is over. I just want to go home!"
Chaicharn would only have to endure just a short while
longer for unknown to him his fellow captives from the
’Hanoi Hilton’ had been lobbying hard to find out where
he was being held. The American prisoners of war,
many of whom owed their lives to him, would not let
him disappear and were honor bound to get him released.
About three months after having his life almost taken by
the camp commander, the governments of Thailand, Laos
and Vietnam signed an agreement over the disposition of
their respective prisoners of war. Chaicharn was finally
released on September 29, 1974, a full nine years, four
months and eight days in captivity, the longest known
prisoner of war of the Vietnam War.
Upon his return to Thailand, Chaicharn faced other
disappointments and heart breaking events. Chaicharn’s
own country barely recognized his service; he never got
his audience with his beloved King; he never received a
Thai decoration for his service or bravery; and to make
matters worse his wife, believing that Chaicharn would
never return, had remarried and had children with her
new husband.
Eventually things would begin to imporve somewhat for
Chaicharn. He was promoted to the rank of captain by the
King and actually remarried his first wife. He forgave her
for remarrying and her husband, a man who is still friends

Figure 1: Deputy Secretary of Defense William P. Clements
presents the Legion of Merit and Silver Star medals to
Captain Chaicharn Harnavee, ofthe Royal Thai Army, during
Pentagon ceremonies held in March 1975 (Departtnent of
Defense photo by R. D. Ward).
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