with Chaicharn, released her from the marriage. The
fact that he had never received any official decoration of
recognition for his bravery from the Thai Government
was also taken care of by his fellow American captives.
Shortly after his return to Thailand, now Captain

Chaicharn was invited to the United States to attend
English language training at Lackland Air Force Base
and then on to Fort Bragg to attend the Psychological
Operations Course. It was during this time that his former
prison companions had completed their new mission in
getting this hero recognized and in March, 1975 he was
presented the Silver Star and Legion of Merit by Secretary
of the Defense William P. Clements at a Pentagon
ceremony (Figure 1). Figure 2 illustrates Colonel
Chaicharn’s machine engraved Silver Star and Figure 3
the citation for that award. The Legion of Merit that was
awarded to him is illustrated in Figure 4 and the citation
in Figure 5.
Chaicharn retired from active military service with the
Special Forces at Lopburi in 1992. He still resides there
where he owns a security consultant business and was
recently active as an elected government official for the
Lopburi Province.

Figure 2: The Silver Star awarded to Colonel
Chaicharn Harnavee.

I left Thailand at the end of my first tour in the year
2000 but our contacts remained from that first meeting.
I was fortunate to be posted once again to Thailand
in 2002 where we renewed our contacts and saw each
other often. Colonel Chaicharn’s story is well known
by United States veterans living in Thailand, and of
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Figure 3: The citation for Colonel Harnavee’s Silver Star.
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course by the United States Prisoners of War and the
United States Special Forces Association in Bangkok.
He has written a biography in Thai about his experiences
and remembers fondly America and his fellow prisoners.
He related a very touching vignette to me that to this day
chokes me up, it was when he was recounting his trip to
the United States for the first time. When he landed in
the United States having never before set foot there and
only knowing the Americans with whom he lived as a
prisoner, he was greeted by a large crowd of Americans
and by his fellow prisoners who presented Chaicham with
many prisoner of war bracelets bearing his name.

Figure 4: The Silver Star awarded to Colonel
Chaicharn Harnavee.

During my tour in Thailand, my family and I were
honored to share our Christmas parties and some social
events with Colonel Chaicham. I also had the opportunity
to escort many United States general officers to Lopburi
to pay their respects of gratitude to this great man. We
even on occasion had him speak to United States Special
Forces soldiers during exercises (Figure 6). Colonel
Chaicham has been a guest at many of the United States

ance of outstanding services to the fri~ndiy nationg whsle ~
prisoner of war in No~th Vietr~m ~r~ Dece~|~r !970 to March
and materially contributed

to their

overall welfare,

The

and the Royal Thai Army.

Figure 5: The citation for Colonel Harnavee’s Legion of Merit.
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Embassy Independence Day receptions in Bangkok where
he wears his Silver Star and Legion of Merit proudly.
Colonel Chaicharn Harnavee is a true hero. This simple

act touched Chaicharn deeply for a nation foreign to him
had not forgotten and daily carried his memory, an act
that brought tears to his eyes.

Figure 6: Colonel Chaicharn Harnavee, in mufti, with members of the 1st Special Forces Group at
Lopburi, Thailand in 2005. The author is to the colonel’s left.

IN THE NEWS
First Award of the Victoria Cross for Australia

Trooper Mark Donaldson, 29, of Australia’s elite Special
Air Service Regiment, was awarded the country’s first
Victoria Cross in 40 years, He was also the first ever to
receive the Victoria Cross for Australia that was adopted
in 1991 and which is identical to the British Victoria
Cross. He received it for valor in Oruzgan Province,
Afghanistan on September 2, 2008 when he raced across
open ground under heavy enemy fire to rescue a wounded
Afghan soldier who was acting as an interpreter with
the force and to draw fire from other soldiers who had
been wounded. Donaldson received the decoration from
Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd and Governor
General Quentin Bryce on January 16, 2009 during a
ceremony in Canberra, Australia.
The last Victoria Cross awarded to an Australian was
to Warrant Officer (Class II) Keith Payne for valor in
Vietnam in 1969.

Keith Payne (left) and Trooper Mark Donaldson (right).

Vol. 60, No. 2

From www. reuters, corn

25

