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St collectors of ODMs have only a passing
liarity with the Most Distinguished Order of
St. Michael and St. George. Yet, this order has an
interesting history, and its beautiful insignia are highly
prized by collectors of British orders. It is hoped the
following overview and observations will both stimulate
interest in and add to the knowledge of the order.

were addressed as "Sir," or Cavalieri in Maltese. This
resulted in a great deal of confusion that was not finally
resolved until it was determined that only the two highest
classes would entail knighthood.
The three classes of the order are Knight Grand Cross or
Dame Grand Cross, Knight Commander or Dame
Commander, and Companion. Like the other British
orders, members of each class of St. Michael and St.
George are entitled to add post-nominal letters after their
name. The letters "GCMC" indicates a member of either
the Knight Grand Cross or Dame Grand Cross class,
"KCMG" indicates a Knight Commander, "DCMG" a
Dame Commander, and "CMG’" indicates a Companion.
Foreign members of the order are not accorded postnominal letters nor are they admitted into knighthood.

Saint Michael and St. George is fourth in precedence in
the hierarchy of British orders, following the Most
Honorable Order of the Bath and preceding the Royal
Victorian Order. The order was instituted on 27 April
1818 in the name of King George III by his son the Prince
Regent, later King George !V, by letters patent under the
Great Seal of the "United States of the Ionian Isles and
Malta." It was originally intended to reward the
inhabitants of Malta and the Ionian Islands, and in
particular the inhabitants of the island of Corfu, for
services rendered during the Napoleonic Wars. These
islands were ceded to Great Britain under the Treaty of
Paris on 9 November 1815.

The Sovereign of all British orders of knighthood is the
reigning monarch, who appoints the officers of each
order. The present Grand Master of the Order of St.
Michael and St. George is HRH The Duke of Kent, KG,
GCMG, GCVO, ADC. As Grand Master, the Duke
wears a special badge of the order that is symbolic of his
office. Knight Grand Cross and Dame Grand Cross
members display their "achievements" or coats-of-arms
and their banners in the chapel of the order, which is St.
Paul’s Cathedral in London.

The order appears to have been awarded only locally
until 1864, when the Ionian Islands were ceded to Greece.
The statutes of the order were first revised in 1868 and
then periodically from 1879 to 1974. The order initially
had two classes that were shortly later expanded to three.
The present-day purpose of the order is to reward
subjects of the British Crown and certain classes of
"British protected persons" for rendering services in
British territories or in diplomatic or foreign affairs. The
order is seen primarily as a reward for diplomatic services
in the Foreign Office, but this has not always been the
case.
A close examination of nineteenth-century
photographs of British Royal Navy admirals and British
Army generals will reveal the insignia of this order on
many uniforms. At one stage, the order may have been
awarded for military service or perhaps for military
services connected with a diplomatic mission.

Under the rules of British heraldry, members of the order
can augment their coat-of-arms with the order’s insignia.
Knight Grand Cross members are entitled to surround the
central shield of their arms with a representation of the
collar chain of the order. They can also include the circlet
(ribbon) of the order that is inscribed with the order’s
motto and to suspend the badge of the order from either
the collar or circlet. In addition, Knight Grand Cross
members are accorded "supporters," which is either a
human or animal figure that flank the shield. The same
augmentation privledges presumably apply to Dame
Grand Cross members. Knight Commanders and Dame
Commanders are allowed to surround the shield of their
arms with the circlet inscribed with the order’s motto and
to suspend the badge of the order from the circlet.
Companions are only allowed to suspend the badge of the
order from under the shield of their arms.

The Order of St. Michael and St. George is sometimes
called an "order of knighthood" because persons
conferred the two highest classes of the order are also
knighted. Knights are granted the honorific of the title
"Sir" before their name, or "Dame" if a lady; but from
1820 until 1832, members of all three classes of the order
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Order of S~ Michael and St George
Knight Grand Cross Collar Chain, Breast Star, and Sash Badge
Photo courtesy of Spink, London
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The mantle or robe of the order worn by Knight Grand
Cross and Dame Grand Cross members is made of
Saxon-blue satin that is lined with scarlet silk. It is
fastened at the neck by a cordon of blue and scarlet silk
laced with gold thread. The cordon is terminated by two
large tassels with fringes at the ends. On the left side of
the mantle is an embroidered star of the order. The
mantle star worn by the Sovereign is made of metal and
enamel. Also displayed is the collar chain of the order,
which is attached to the mantle at the shoulders by white
silk bows. The chapeau or hat of the order is made of the
same blue satin as the mantle. It is lined with scarlet silk
and is crested with black and white ostrich feathers. The
mantle, chapeau, and collar chain are worn during the
Example of a coat-of-arms of a Knight Grand Cross
member that has been augmented with supporters, a circlet
inscribed with the order’s motto, attd the collar chain and
collar chain badge ofthe order. Other elements of the arms
have either been simplified or deleted.

Except for minor differences in manufacturing and
assembly, the basic design of the order’s insignia has
remained much the same to the present day. The insignia
are usually presented by the Sovereign to the recipient
during an investiture at Buckingham Palace, Holyrood
House in Edinburgh, Scotland, or Cardiff Castle in
Wales. The insignia are contained in a fitted presentation
case that is usually stamped on the lid with the maker’s
name and address, such as Garrards or Spinks of London.
Typical of orders, each class is distinguished by its own
insignia. Upon promotion to a higher class, the insignia
of the lower class are returned to the Central Chancery of
the Orders of Knighthood in London, and the insignia of
the new class are issued. The distinctive insignia and
total number of members allowed for each class are as
follows:
Knight Grand Cross and Dame Grand Cross
(GCMG) - The mantle of the order, the chapeau of the
order, the collar chain and collar chain badge of the order,
the sash and sash badge of the order, and the breast star
of the order. 120 members.
Knight Commander and Dame Commander
(KCMG andDCMG) - The neck badge and breast star of
the order. Dames wear the badge suspended from a bow.
390 members.
Companion (CMG) - The neck badge of the order.
Dames wear the badge suspended from a bow. Companions wore a breast badge until 1917 when it was replaced
with a neck badge. 1775 members.

Dante Commander’s Breast Star flop) and Badge (Bottom)
Photo courtesy of Spink, London
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